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1650 is admittedly the chief blot on his fame. We have seen the mood in which he landed at Dublin and its psychological background. The main count is his severity at Drogheda, which even so grim a fighter as Ludlow thought " extraordinary."1 In what did that severity consist? ... He ordered the slaughter of all men found in arms. The excuse is that by the law of war, as it stood then and stood for many a day, the defenders of a fortress, which was duly summoned and then stormed, had no claim to mercy, the more so if the fortress was patently indefensible. Wellington considered that he would have done rightly if he had put the garrisons of Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz to the sword: " If I had done so to the first it is probable that I would have saved 5000 men in the assault of the second."2 ... He appears to have ordered, at Mill Mount and afterwards, the killing of men who had been admitted to quarter ; it is necessary to put it tentatively, for it is not certain how far he knew the fact. In defence it may be said that this admission to quarter had not been authorized, and that Oliver never showed the sanguinary madness of some of his contemporaries who held that the breaking of a promise of quarter was a religious duty.3 ... He allowed prisoners to be butchered later in cold blood. It may be argued that that followed from his original no-quarter order. , . . He was the cause of the death of many civilians. The reply is that that was one of the inevitable consequences of a sack, and that it was never his policy. " Give me an instance," he asked the bishops, " of one man, since my coming into Ireland, not in arms, massacred, destroyed or banished, concerning the massacre or destruction of whom justice hath not been done, or attempted to be done." . . . Finally he permitted a wholesale slaughter of friars. The defence would be that he regarded catholic priests as in the nature of combatants, the men who were the backbone of the whole resistance.

1 Ludlow, I. 234                           2 Wellington Despatches, I. 93,
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